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C0XGHESS.--The SeDate, ycsterda}*, trans¬

acted no business of interest. In the House
the special committee appointed, under Mr.
Boteler's resolution, to consider the Presi¬
dent's message and the st-**e of the Country,
was announced. Both Houses adjourned
until Monday nest.

A Richmond letter to the New York
World says:."I have just ascertained that
one or two inlluential Georgia gentlemen
are on their way to this city, to confer with
some of our most prominent officials regard¬
ing the policy which Virginia shall pursue
in the future, and to establish, if possible, a

common understanding between these two
leading States on the great questions now
in issue. This movement is not understood
to have any official sanction, and any defini¬
tion of the course which Virginia is likel}' to
pursue must, necessarily, be altogether con-

jcrural."
The Electoral Colleges..The telegraph

brings reports of the meetings of the Elec¬
toral Colleges, in their respective States, on

Wednesday last, and of their casting their
votes, in accordance with the popular vote in
the States in which they were elected. Abra¬
ham Lincoln is, therefore, elected President
and Hannibal Hamlin Vice President.

The deserved reputation of Mr. Millson,
of Virginia, Lis known and acknowleged
patriotism, and abilities, and his conserva¬

tive course and views, all point him out as a

Member of the present House of Kepresenta-
tives, likely to exert much influence, -and to

be a leader in the great work of saving the
Union, if possible.
The New York Tribune bitterly attacks

the President's arraignment of the Northern
States, but is of the opinion that what he

says "of the alleged right of secession, and
the expediency, if not impossibility, of coer¬

cion, is in the main forcibly and well said."

The Baltimore American quotes from the
recent letter of 0~W. Breut, esq., and says
"it is one of the most forcible and patriotic
yet given to the public, by the prominent
men ol Virginia."

Charles F. Engelman, who for forty-three
years past furnished the principal calcula¬
tion? for the almanacs printed in the United
States, died at his residence in Reading, Pa.,
last week, at the ripe age of nearly 70 years.

The Union men of Richmond, gave a

grand supper to the Bell and Everett Elec¬
tors, at the Exchange Hotel, in that city, on

Wednesday night.
We have a number of articles on file,

for insertion, communicated and selected,
which are unavoidably postponed, on ac¬

count of the pressure of current news.
. i.rt 4 b tarn

A Form of Prayer.
To tiie Ministers and Members of the

Episcopal Churcu in A'a.. Dear Brethren
tnut Friends: in compliance with that rule
of our Church which directs the Bishops to

prepare special prayers to be used iu the
congregations, as occasions might arise, call¬
ing tor the same. 1 have put forth the fol¬
lowing, which 1 trust will be devoutly used
in this our time of great need and danger.

William Meade, Bishop of the
I\ E. Church iu Virginia.

PsaVBR TO BE USED IX THE EPISCOPAL
Cni'KCHEs or Va..Almighty God, who by
liiy Holy Apostle has commanded that sup¬
plications and intercessions be made for all
men, especially for those in authority, look
down wo pray thee on the people and rulers
of our land, in this our time of great need
and danger. Wo know, 0 Lord, that noth-
is iini ossible with thee. Thy power 110 crea¬

ture is able to resist, Thou canst still the
racing of the seaar.d the madness of the
people. Raise up, 0 God, thy great power
and come among us and with great might
succour us. We have heard with our ears,
and our fathers have told us, the noble
works th u didst in their days for our land;
O give not, now, thine heritage io reproach,
but for the glory of thy great name turn
lrum us those evils which we have so justly
deserved. Tne hearts of all men are iu thy
hand,to turn them whithersoever thou pleas-
e-it. Thou alone canst order the unruly wills
and nftVctioua of sinful men, and make us to
be of one mind in an house. Pour into our

hearts, we pray thee, the most excellent gift
of charity, and grant us thy peace all our

days. Make us to know that it is righteous¬
ness only which exaiteth a nation, and that
sin the reproach of any people. We pray
for all sorts and conditions of men in our

land. May thy Holy Spirit incline their
hearts to peace and concord. We pray for
"ail who profess and call themselves Chris¬
tians; that they maybe led into the way of
truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in
t mh> bond of peace and righteousness of life.
W<* pray especially for the rulers and lead-
<¦ . rs of our country; that grace and wisdom
be given t hem according to our present need.
Save them from ail ignorance, error, pride
and prejudice. I'irect and prosper all their
consultations to the advancement of thy
glory. the good of thy Church, the safety,
honor and welfare of thy people. Nor pray
v.c for this laud only, but for all the nations
of i he earth. J .coif in pity on the whole
human family. Overrule the commotions of
lhe earth, bring order out of confusion,
liirht out of darkness, and* hasten the happy
lime when men shall learn war no more, and
:>1! the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdoms of Christ. We ask these things.
0 Heavenly Father, hoping only to be heard
through thn mighty intercession of our Lord
nn i .Saviour, to whom with thee and the Holy
(.host be the glory ever more. Amen.

>jti:ioi:s..A week or so ago, while |
.-t<au' b -ys were hunting through ''Annapo-
1 is Woods/' in Hill Top district, Md., they
discovered a part of a human skeleton, the j

and clothes fill destroyed, una part,of
the bones missing. A pair of medium quali-
ty slices, which ha-1 been half soled, were-ly-
ing at the foot of a tree beside the skeleton,
A tru.-ss, in a decayed condition, was also
found with the bones, showing the person
must have suffered from hernia. It is sup-
posed to he the skeleton of a man, and the
probability is that deain took place within ;
the past year. Who can throw any light up-!

the subject?.Port Tobacco Times.

NEWS OF T1IE DAY.
" To mow the very aye andbody of the times."

A prize light betweeu John Woods and
Geo. King, took place on Wednesday morning
in the neighborhood of Bull's Ferry, N. Y.
Mr. Woods was the victor, after a contest
of fifty-five rounds, lasting one hour and fif¬
teen minutes. The police did not get wind
of the affair, and it was, in consequence,
not interferred with. William O'Xeil, of
Worcester, Mass., ajid Michael Fritz, of Pro-
videuce, fought a prize light for$1,000, near

Portland, Me., on Monday. After a contest
of four hours and twenty minutes, Fritz yvas
declared the winter.

Letters from Zanzibar, received at Salem,
Mass., state that the ship Sunny South, with
8-16 slaves on board, had been captured by
her Britannic Majesty's ship Brisk, in the
vicinity of Mozambique, and sent to Mauri¬
tius. The Sunny South was built in New
York in 1854 by the late George Steers, and
was 702 tons burthen. She was cleared at
the Custom House in Xew York, on the 5th
of August.
The citizens of Charles county, Md., arc

invited to meet together in Port Tobacco on

the first Thursday of the December term of
the Circuit Court, to take counsel together as

to the measures necessary to be adopted to
the security of the rights and interests of the
State, at the present imminent crisis in our

Federal relations.
An intelligent and enterprising gentleman

in Mechanicstown, Frederick count}*, Mary¬
land, has purchased a tract of mountain land
iu the- vicinity of that village, peculiarly
adapted to the culture «f grapes, with the
intention of cur'a<rin«r in the business of wine
making.
The vote on the Homestead bill in the

House of Representatives, was about the
same as on that which the President vetoed-
at the la>t session.the opposition thereto
being from the Southern members, including
those from the prospectively seceding States.
The cold weather has suspended all steam¬

boat travel on the Upper Mississippi. The
traveling public will now have to avai^them-
selves of the four-horse stages which start

daily from La Crosse, via Hastings and lied
Wing, to St. Paul, Minnesota.
The prosecution against J. Egbert Farn-

ham for piracy, in his well-known connec¬

tion with the slave yacht Wanderer, has been
discontinued, and a nolle pros entered in the
United States Court in the district of Savan¬
nah, Georgia.
A man in lloss county, Ohio, states that

he had made last season, from watermelons
grown on one acre of ground, IS barrels of
syrup, which sold for 80 cent* a gallon, giv¬
ing $400 for the acre of laud and the labor.

It is estimated that in the last fifty years
the number of slaves who have escaped from
the South is fifteen hundred annually, Mid
the total loss about forty millions of dollars.

In Baltimore, on Wednesday, a smash-up
occurred on the Northern Central Railway,
which entailed a loss of $2,500, and severely
injured two persons.
Mr. Ullman, the operatic manager, is the

latest victim of the crisis. The people will
not go to the opera in "the precarious state
of affairs in general," and he succumbs.

Slovemeats in the South.
The disunion movement in Alabama is

speedily but quietly progressing. One half
of the counties will send secession delegates
without opposition. In the others the fight
will be confined to those who advocate seces¬
sion with the cotton States, and those who are
in favor of separate State action. The larrer
will be largely in tiie majority. Four des¬
patches from Washington in regard to the
position of Mr. Curry, of that State, excited
indiguation among his friends. Ilis speech,
delivered before leaviug home for Washing¬
ton, was a strong disunion harangue. The
Grand Jury of the Federal Court in Mont¬
gomery, before adjourning, presented the
Union as a nuisance.
The Mississippi legislature adjourned on

the 30th ult. The convention bills, the se¬
cession resolutions and the bill authorizing
the government to appoint commissioners to

co-operate with the slave-holding States, were

passed unanimously. The stay law and
non-importation slave act were defeated..
The election is fixed, for the 20tli, and the
convention meets on 7th of January. In a

speech lion. Mr. Lamar advocated separate
secession and the simultaneous adoption of
a federal constitution, and the Southern
members and Senators to form a congress oi
the new republic and appoint electors for
President of the Southern confederacy.
At Charleston, S. CM Dec. 4. the Presi¬

dent's message was received, and its moder¬
ate tone surprised fnost people. It was sup¬
posed that the President would declare for
coercion. Since the purport oi' the message
has become known, many arc in hopes that
the separation will be peaceful. The volun¬
teer companies who have old-fashioned arms,
have ordered, at their own expense, Minnie
muskets. By Jan. 1, the State will be on a

complete war footing.
In the vote cast in the General Assembly

of Georgia for electors to cast the votes of
Georgia for President and Vice Presideut of
the United States, we find recorded the fol¬
lowing: F ir President of Southern Confed¬
eracy, K. Barnwell llhctt, of South Carolina,
1. For President of Southern United States,
Edmund Jluftn. of Virginia, 1.

Colonel .Miles 11. McGee and Charles
Clark, of Mississppi. have each proposed to
be one of one hundred to give one hundred
bales of cotton to help arm liie State.
The citizens of Texas have been urged in

a circular letter, signed by a number of pub¬
lic gentlemen, to elect delegates to a State
Convention on the 8th of January. Ic is
said that the convention will assemble at the
capital of the State on the 4th Monday of the
sauie month. The movement appears to meet
with popular sanction.
Hon. Bedford Brown, formerly a member

of the United States Senate from North Ca¬
rolina, has delivered an eloo/.ient appeal in
favor of the Union, lie is opposed to dis¬
union for existing causes.

~ lie is ready to
give Mr. Lincoln a »r:;i5, elected as he has
been according to the forms of the Constitu¬
tion: and he is opposed to any measures or

this time designed o.v calculated to precipi¬
tate North Carolina into revolution and civil
w;ir.

The dissemination ;..{ ''incendiary publica¬
tions" being justly regarded and punished
as a great crime in the slaveholding States,
we are at a loss to understand the conduct of
the "minute men" of Jack»cn, (Miss.,) who
have recently ordered ten thousand copies
of an abolition article from the Chicago
Democrat to be published for distribution..
The Vteksburg Whig, in commenting on iiiis
proceeding, remarks, that when such defen¬
ders of Southern rights "get to work circu¬
lating such matter, they may find themselves
arraigned before the grand jury."
The Helena (Arkansas) Shield, says:.

"There is a diversity of opinion in this com¬

munity as to the right of a State to secede,
but we believe there is none, or scarcely none,
as to the expediency of such extreme mea¬

sures at this time. We believe we hazard i

nothing in saying that out of perhaps one

hundred persons who comprised the meeting
held at the Court house on Monday last, i
there were not live in favor of immediate :

and unconditional secession."

VIRGINIA NEWS.

There are sundry insurance offices in
Kichinond tiiat tako risks on the lives ol'
slaves. Somes of the agents represent compa¬
nies, the~bulk of whose capital is located
elsewhere. *Ic has been suggested tir.it it
would be a popular move to insert provisos in
the policies of such companies providing
against the running oil'of slaves by Aboli¬
tionists. The insurance companies would
thus become conservative institutions, pe¬
cuniarily interested in seeing that the laws
of the country were duly carried into effect.

In the Circuit Court now sitting in Peters¬
burg, the entire day of Monday, and imtii a

late hour of that night, was occupied in the
will case of Mrs. Mary Ann Jones, of Din-
widdie, who died some years ago leaving a

large number of valuable slaves free, and
the possessors of all her estate: the amount
involved is estimated at between 25 and
$30,000. The arguments on both sides were
ably conducted, and the jury rendered their
verdict in favor of the Exocuter, which
makes the negroes free from this time.
On Wednesday afternoon, a party ofgentle¬

men from the lower end of iStiw Kent, ar¬

rived in Richmond by the Richmond and
York River Railroad train, having under
their special charge and safe conduct a man

from their section of the3 country, who had
been expressing abolition sentiments too

freely. They intend to escort him to the
North of Mason and Dixon's line, when he
will be permitted to seek more congenial as¬

sociations; but with the understanding that
he is never again to return to New Kent.
The Petersbug Express savs:.The spirit

of Southern chivalry is displaying itself
among the ladies, and among the gay hosts
that adorned the streets on yesterday were
to lie seen a dozen or more with blue cock¬
ades upon their bonnets. This is the hist
feature of Southern fashions, and origi¬
nating as it does in the "Cockade city" itself
.a name that our city won in the Revolu¬
tion and will win over again if need *bc.is
destined, doubtless, to boundless popularity.
The Lynchburg Republican says:."A

country friend predicts that the present wilj
be a very hard winter, from the faet that the
bears are leaving their fastnesses i;i the
mountains, and are taking up their abode
in the lowlands. Several of the varmints
have been seen within a few miles Of this
city iu the last eight or ten days, and it is
said they are so bold as to enter the farm
yards in quest of food. There is von' little
mast in the mountains this year/'
There was a large and enthusiastic Union

meeting held in Marion County oh Nov. 30th.
There was a grand display of fireworks and
an oyster supper at Kersley's Hotel, to cele¬
brate the victory of Bcil and -Everett iu
Virginia. Strong Union speeches were

made by W.T.Willy, F. II. Pierpont, Judge
G. I>. Camden and E. B. Hull. Judge Cam¬
den, although a Breckinridge Democrat, ex¬

pressed strong Union sentiments.
Rev. II. S. Rogers, a talented young minis¬

ter, who recently died in Loudoun county,
Ya., has left $2,f>00 to be divided equaliv
between the live benevolent enterprises in
which the Baptist General Association is en¬

gaged; also, si 00 to iIf;v. A. E. Dickinson,
General Superintendent of Colporrage, to be
used in presenting to each .Baptist Minis¬
ter in the State a copy of Baxter's Reform¬
ed Pastor.
The Richmond Enquirer publisher a letter

from Secretary Floyd in response to one ad¬
dressed to him by Mr. Nat. Tyler, in which
he favors the right of accession, though*
he would not exercise it before making further
efforts at conciliation am! harmony, 'lhe
Enquirer says:.Mr. Floyd agrees with nil
of the gentlemen who have written to us, on
the necessity for a speedy call of a Convention
of the State by the Legislature.
The Census Marshall of Frederick County,

gives the following as the population. &c , ol
the County: Whites 13,176, Free Negroes,
1,182. Slaves 2,258.Total 10,GIG. Increase
since 1850: Whites 35G, Free Negroes 272,
Slaves S6.Total 714. Number of families,
2,588. Increase since 1850, 2.'}->. Winches-
tor contains a population of 4.413.3,040
Whites, 655 Free Negroes, and 708 Slaves.
On Saturday last twenty three car loads

of hogs reached Lynchburg, via the Virginia
and Tennessee 11nilroad, all of which were
driven to points east of Lynchburg. The
drovers are asking S8 per cwt., but buyers
do not show much disposition to accede to
their demands.

Sixty thousand dollars arc now subscribed
to the capital stock ox the Richmond City
Hail Road, which is more than is required
by law to authorize the commencement of
operations. The work will be proceeded with
as soon as timber is received from "Florida.
The following gentlemen constitute the

December term of the Loudoun County
Court, which convenes on Monday next: .

Asa Rogers, Presiding Justice. Beverly
Hutchison, Newton Keene, Edward Ilam-
mat, Chas. L. Man kins, Associates.
The "Loudoun Guard" and the "Loudoun

Cavalry," according to order, both paraded
on Saturday last, and had their arms inspec¬
ted by the Brigade Inspector, Col. A. T. M-
Rust.

Rev. Joseph H. Riddick, with a compe¬
tent Assistant, has taken charge of the Aca¬
demy in Leesburg.

There have been several severe eases of ty¬
phoid fever in Leesburg recently.

FOREIGN MISCELLANY.
The report at London of the Emperor Na¬

poleon having arrived privately proved a

hoax. The railroad station was beseigod by
an anxious crowd to view the distinguished
sovereign, but he did nut tippenr.
The Lyndon Times hopes for an early re¬

duction of the Bank n^tes o! d.soount.
Count Morny is going to Rome, on a spe¬

cial mission, with an autograph letter from
the Emperor.

It is stated that. Count Walluskie will sui-

eeed Count Persigny in the Loudon em¬

bassy.
There are no new movements of interest

to record. The clergy in the Neapolitan
provinces were engaged in paying their honi¬
ng* to Victor iinianuel.
The Archbishop of Naples was about to

return to his See.
The rumors of a new Sardinian loan were

contradicted.
The Dowager Queen of Naples, with the

young Princess, hud arrived ar Home.
The French were about to occupy Terra-

oina.
The siege of Gaeta continued. ThePied-

montfse bombarded the suburbs on the 12th.
The further resistance of the Bourbon

troops had been parali/.ed by the insubor¬
dination oi' their chief. Confusion was

prevailing. It was believed that the com¬

plete evacuation of Gaeta had been resolved
upon.
A dispatch from Naples s:iy« that the ex-

king had burst a blood vessel.
It was stated that negotiations for the ces¬

sion of Venetia had commenced.
The Empress Eugenie returns to France

on the lUth of December.
The Brazilian corvette Donna If-abel urns

wrecked on the coast oi Barbary, and 100
seamen and 23 officers lost.

ITiOK SALE OK KENT..The two adjoining'
SQUARES OF LAND, on "Washington and

Franklin streets. nbXt west ut' "leates' (T-arden,'
at present occupied by J'lr. Elliott as a Market

Garden. There is on tbe land a comfortable
¦jjjjjtwo story BRICK DWELLING on one. ond
u small FRAME HOUSE, on the other square.
Possession givuu 1 :it January, 18C1. Apply to
nov 23.eolin feAMLEL MILLER,

Au Abstract ox the Eeportfl from the Depart¬
ments of Government.

Report of the. Secretary of the Treasury.
On the 1st day of July, 1859, being tb?

commencement of the fiscal year 13G<>, the
balance in ihe Treasury was $4,.Jo9.275.54.
The entire expenditure of the government
for tho ii.scoi year ending .June 30, 1800, ex¬

clusive of the redemption of Treasury notes,
which are otherwise provided for, and the
interest on lue public debt, was

474.72, tind in that turn was included $4,-
440,000.20, to meet a deficiency in the Post
Office Department, produced by the failure
of the post-office appropriation biil at the
second session of the Thirty-iifth Congress.
thereby causing this amount to be paid and
charged in the expenditure of' the fiscal
year ending June .'">0, 1800, though, in
point of fact, the service vas rendered, and
the liability incurred in the preceding year.

1 r. should be. borne in mind that this sum
of $59,848,474 72, included not only pay-
menus growing out of such appropriations
as had been estimated for by the depart¬
ment, but ali other sums appropriated by
Congress. There is no reason why the ex-

penditure for the present or next fiscal year
should exceed that .4 the last year. Allow¬
ing, however, a margin for au increase, it
may be safely stated that the expenses for
the two. years will not exceed §00,000,000
each.making the amount to be provided lbr,
$120,000,000. The estimated means of the
Treasury for the same period are, for the
present fiscal year, SOM,34S,000.75, and for
the year ending June 30, 1802, $04,250,000,
which would leave an excess of estimated
means over estimated expenditure of $7,598,-
990 75.
The estimate of receipts into the Treasury

have been made without reference to the
financial and commercial panic, which has
assumed so threatening an aspect within the
last few days.

it is impossible to anticipate (he effects
which this threatened revulsion will produce
upon the country.
Already has the Treasury been seriously

affected by these causes. The receipts from
customs for the last, few days have greatly
fallen oil', and the limited amount received
is composed each day of an increased pro-
portion of Treasury notes, not yet due.
The permanent public debt on June 30.

1800, was $45,079,20.'>.08, and the oulstand-
iu^ Treasury notes at that date amounted to
$10,090,500.

1 have already stated that provision
should be made at once to relieve the Trea¬
sury from its present embarrassments, pro¬
duced by the causes referro 1 to. To d > this,
Congress should authorize the is.Miing of an

additional amount of Treasury notes, not
less than ten millions of dollars. With
these means the department will be enabled
to meet all lawful demands upon it for the
present. The extent of the financial crisis
throuir:i which the eountrv is now passing,o.' *

. . V

I cannot now be determined, and, until it is
better known, no policy cau be reecmiuended
of permanent character.
The Secretary concludes by saying:
The genoral operation* of the Treasury

Department, since my last annual report,
have b.'en of the most satisfactory character.
The country had gradually recovered from
the revulsion of 1857, and its heaiihy and
prosperous condition was felt in the relief
thereby afforded to the "public finances..
I"nlil within a short period, i had confident¬
ly expected to present to Congress at its pre¬
sent session, a gratifying statement of the
financial condition of thy government. A
different result, however, has been brought
about by causes which could no: be foreseen,
and if fore>een, could not have been averted
b}' any action of the Department.

Jirport of the tkcrdary of ihc Navy.
This document commences with the report

of a board of oflicers appointed to examine
into the expediency of converting the saiiing
ships of the Navy into efficient war steam¬
ers. The hoard consider it inexpedient t-j
introduce steam power into any except ships
of the line, all of which it is proposed to
alter thus, except the Delaware, now too de¬
fective to permit it. These snips are to be
razeed and converted into first-class steam
frigates. Steamers like the Minnesota cost

$725,000 each, whereas the proposed it Itera¬
tion would cost but $383,OUO for each. Of
the sailing frigates, the United States is :i;;t

worth repairing. The Constitution has been
repaired, and tho remaining fix shon!«1 be
con verted into sloops-of-war, and finally into
store-ships. The sloops-of-war bulls prior to
1340, and the brigs K.tinbridge, Perry, and
Dolphin, are. not large enough for store-ships,
and will soon have to be replaced with new
vessels. Of the six new first-class steam
sloops-of-war, live are at sea, and their per¬
formances have been satisfactory. The sixth,
the Ponsacola, will soon bo completed.
The first-class side-wheel steamers Sus-

quehannah, Saranac, and Powhatan, may,
by introducing screw propulsion, be made
effectual and economical war steamers. The
Secretary recommends the gradual, sub- I
stautial, and permanent increase of the
Navy, accompanied by tho universal int.ro*
duction iuto h oi' steam as a motive power,*!
as a policy essential to the protection of our
coasts and commerce; lie also advoca'.es
the resumption of ihe yiolicy*of appropria¬
tions lor repairs, as well a? tor maintaining
tiie navy-yards in a state of efficiency. lie
speaks of various reforms in the latter in
the employment or operatives. That they
were sadly needed, the Congressional expo¬
sures proved beyond the shadow of a doubt.
The remainder of the report is iot,cresting
to the miscellaneous reader, but not of gene¬
ral importance.

Ihporl of the Sewiary of Ir'ur.
The report of the War Department fur¬

nishes a cursory view of tho operations of
the army during tiie year. The Secretary
says, that whilst appropriations have been
made to sustain the army upon a peace foot¬
ing, it has been obliged to prosecute active
and sanguinary war from tho thirty-fifth to
the forty-sixth parallel of north latitude,
with very numerous tribes of hardy and
warlike Indians, in the wildest and most
remote regions ol our mountainous territo¬
ries. For llipse movements, flie »um of half
a million of d diars was required, tiie neces¬

sity for which was nu(, and could not be
forseen in the War Department, lu view
of this embarrassment, the Secretary again
urges Congress to restore to tho "War Depart¬
ment tho superintendence and control ot the
Indians, as it is quite impossible to impress
on these savages the idea of obedience by
any other moans than military power. lie
urges, also, that a large annual sum of money
might 1)0 saved to the Treasury by using the
officers of the army in discharging many of
the duties now .performed by civilians at
high salaries.
The opening of the military road from

Fort Benton, on the head of the Missouri
river, to Fort Walla Walla, on tho Oregon
river, is dwelt upon a* a step which ought fo
be followed up, us this line can be made
available for moving large bodies of men

from the Atlantic to tiie Pacific, and will
constitute tiie means by which we can defend
our Pacific possessions.

The experiments with ordnance have
greatly improved, if they have not perfected,
tiie fabrication of seacoast and garrison gun
carriages of iron, the models and mode of
casting heavy cannon, and the quality of
metal for the same : the manufacture of can¬

non powder, wifling of cannon, «tc.

Ihpor! of the Postmaxter Genera?.
Tills document abounds so much in -ta-

tistics, that it is exceedingly difficult to con- j
dense its substance iuto an abstract. On the

?.Oth of .June last* there wero in operation
j 8,502 mail routes, estimated at 240,504 miles
in length; of which miles,27,129 were by rail-
road, 14,970 by steamboat, 54,577 by coach,

! and 43,012 hv inferior modus. The number
-

of contractors was 7,445'. There has been a

riccrca>e of 19,458 miles in the length of the
-mail routes, but this ia made up ofa reduction
of K,464 miles in the length of coach routes,
and 4 2o0 in the steamboat routes, while the

! length of railroad routes has increased 1,11'J
miles. There are in the service 40 local
agents, 1,049 mail messengers, and 08 rail-
road baggage-masters. The number of post-
masters appointed daring the year is 6,555,
of which 1,140 were by the establishment of
new post-offices. Whole number of post-offi-
ces in the. Union 28,552.
As usual, there is an enormous deficiency

in this department, reaching $5,050,705 49
as the excess of expenditures over the reve¬
nue for 18G0, and for the ensuing year a de-
ficiency of £4,500,600 is figured out by the
Postmaster General, which, may be far be¬
low* the real face. The revenues increase
very gradually, while the expenditures go op
much more rapidly.
The Postmaster General has much to say

about his experiments with tha penny post,
and he recommends the repeal of the pruvi-
siou of she act of last session, and that the
Department shall have authority to collect
such postage on all letters delivered by car¬
riers as shall be deemed necessary to com¬

pensate them for the service, provided that it
shall not exceed two cents per letter. lie
thinks the results of the experiment, under
all the difficulties encountered, very gratify¬
ing, and advocates the supporting of the pri¬
vate expresses.

Jicpdfl of
' ike, Secretary <>J the Interior.

We have on hand copies of the reports ol
the Indian, Land and other bureaus. These
bo'ng under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
of the Interior, and constituting the bulk of
the business of that department, his annual
report is a good summary of their operations
for the year, so that in the present crowded
state of our columns, we deem it unnecessary
to give the complete bureau reports. We
may say for them, however, that they are

very elahorate, contain a vast amount of in¬
formation on topics of great interest to the
public, and rellect credit upon then* authors,
in tho report of the lion. A. B. Greenwood,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, he gives a

history of our dealings with the red men

during the year. The operations of his bu¬
reau cover an immense area of territory, and
embrace a great variety of savage and semi-
barbarous tribes. It requires much tact to
conduct such affairs i-uocessfully, but Mr.
Greenwood has done this. I ue report of the
Commissioner of the General Laud Oiiice is
much more extended. This bureau covers

even greater area of country than the Indl-
sin bureau. It has to provide for the accu-
rate survey and sale ut all the vast public
domain. Mr. Wilson, the Commissioner,
has, in preparing to lake leave of his duties,

I done himself credit by giving a full resume
! of the operations and conditions of the bu-
reau during the year.

ileli;odii;t Episcopal Convention.
V\"o published yesterday^-the preliminary

proceedingsof this body, now in session in Bal-
li inore. On Wednesday -Judge Bond report¬
ed the following gentlemen as permanent
officers:

President, Col. John Sunimerfield Berry,
of Baltimore Conference; Vice Presidents,

{ Dr. (i.C. Tyler, Philadelphia; Samuel Mc-
Cubbin, East Baltimore: II. Clagget, Wes¬
tern Va.; Secretaries, -J. Vv. Selby, S. Bur¬
net. Baltimore.
The report of the committee having been

adopted, Mr. Berry took tiie chair and "ad¬
dressed the body.
The Chair then announced that the Con¬

vention was ready for business.
On motion of Mr. Moses Walton, it was

ilesoived, That a Committee, to consist of
two members from each Presiding Elder's
district represented in this Convention, be
seiected to take into consideration the action
of the late Buffalo General Conference of the
Methodist episcopal Church upon the sub¬
ject of slavery, and report by resolution or
otherwise.

That the members of said Committee be
selected by the respective delegations from
the several Presiding Elders' districts.each
of wiid delegations retiring: selecting two of
their number, ard reportiug the names of
the same to the Convention.
On motion a recess of fifteen minutes was

taken, in ord jrto aiiow the delegates an op¬
portunity of selecting a Committee on Busi¬
ness.
The Convention was called to order after

the brief recess, when the following named
gentlemen were declared the Committee on

Business, in accordance with Mr. Walton's
resolutions:

Baltimore Conference, Winchester dis¬
trict.J. R. Bowe p., T. Locke; Washing¬
ton.I. C. Harkness, Dr. F. Howard: Lewis-
burg.Thomas A. Moore, Hugh Is. Bond;
Baltimore .Charles J. Baker, -Tosc-ph 0.
Fowler: llounoko-.D. G. Dowtnat, A. L.
Fii'/.or; Potomac.W. P. Conway, S. S. Dani;
Rockingham.Moses Walton, Dr. Moor¬
man.

Philadelphia Conference, Eastern District
S. T. Harrison, Ivlward Wilkins; Eas: Bal¬

timore District.James M. Lester, Charles
Perrine: Accomac.T. S. Rich&rdson, G. C.
Tyler.

Western V irginia Conference.II. Ciaggett.
On motion, J. Armisread Carter was add¬

ed to the Committee on Business, and declar¬
ed its chairman.
An experience meeting, composed of a

majority of the delegates, was held at night
at tbe church, to interchange views in re¬

gard to the condition of the Church io tho
several conferences.

SEC -XD DAV.
The Convention re-assembled Thursday

morning at a few minutes past 9 o'clock, and
wjis called to order by tiie President, Col. J.
S. Berry, when religions exercises were con-
ducted by the He v. Alpheus W i'fson.
The first business in order was a report

from the Committee on Rules, through their,
chairman, Win, G. Young, esq., of Siro'w-
bridgo Station. A clause in the rules pre¬
sented, relating to the Reporters of the Press
was adopted. After an amendment allow¬
ing local ministers a seat within the bar, -J.
B, j\riehulas, of Severn Circuit, offered a mo¬

tion, that no member be allowed to occupy
move than twenty minutes, and to speak but
twice on the same subject, when Rev. Jas.
G. llenning, o; Rockville, offered as an

amendment, *kif there bo no objection,'''*
which was carried, when Win. il. Wood¬
ward, of Washington, D. C., moved as an

amendment to the original, "chat no mem¬
ber be allowed to speak but once upon the
same subject," which was adopted unani¬
mously.The'Chair called for the report of the com¬
mittee on business, when the Chairman an¬
nounced that they were not yet ready to re¬

port.
Rev. James G. llenning, of Bockville,

made a motion that the Convention meet on
each morning at 1U o'clock, and adjourn at
I.- o'clock for dinner, which ho (Mr. H.)
considered a very important item, as it was
calculated to keep a man in good humor..
By the offering of tho above motion, quite a
discussion ensued, which was finally closed
bv laying the same on thu table.
The Chair announced to the Convention

that the committee on business were not yet
ready to report.having been engaged at the
same during the whole of last night, and
that the report would not be ready before
Z o'clock, and as there was no business be¬
fore the Convention, on motion the body ad¬
journed till 3 o'clock, P. M,

Hectiijg of the Electoral College.
Wednesday being the day prescribed by

the Federal Law for the meeting of the Pres¬
idential Electors, in the several States, a

quorum of the successful Electors fur the
iSrate of Virginia assembled in the Senate
Chamber, at the Capitol, at 10 o'clock, A. M.

Present: L. II. Chandler, of Norfolk city;
Thomas Bruce, of Halifax; Marmaduke
Johnson, of Richmond; Lemuel J. Bowden,
of Williamsburg; Joseph Christian, of Mid¬
dlesex; B. II. Shackelford, of Fauquier;
Francis T. Anderson, of Rockbridge; John
J. Jackson, Jr., of Wood, and A. B. Cald¬
well, of Ohio.0.
The College was called to order by Mr.

Jackson, on whose on motion, Mr. Anderson
was elected President, and Mr. John L. Eu-I
bank, of Richmond, appointed Secretary.

Mr. Anderson, on taking the chair, ex¬

pressed his thanks for the ''unexpectedhon¬
or" conferred upon him.
He then presented to the College a com¬

munication from the Secretary of the Com¬
monwealth, containing the names of the fif¬
teen Electors declared to be elected; and,
also, presented the following letters, all of
which were read to the College by the Secre¬
tary: ,

Richmond, Dec. 5th, 1800.
To lite Electors now silling in- Hit Electoral

College of Virginia: M

Gentlemen..The undersigned have re¬
ceived from the Governor of Virginia certifi¬
cates that they have Iieen elected Electors of
President and Vice-President of the United
States. We feel constrained, however, to
say, that although by technical law we may
be entitled to those certificates and to castour
votes as Electors, v.'e- are satisfied that we
were not elected in fact, and, therefore, we res¬

pectfully decline ti> take our seats in the
Electoral College.
We are very respectfully, your obedient

servants, John R. Edmunds,
James Lyons,
R. A. Claybrook,
Wm. II.-Anthony,
J. W. Massxe.

Norfolk, Dec. 3, 18C0.
Governor Letcher:
Dear Xir:.Your letter informing me of

my election as one of the Electors lor the
State of Virginia was received Saturday..
My physician who has been attending me

during a severe illness, positively forbids n>y
visiting Richmond to-morrow; indeed, he
has not yet allowed me to ieave the house.

I regret, exceedingly, that I will not be able
to attend the session of the College to vote,
in accordance with the wishes ol those who
eiccted me, for John C. Breckinridge, of
Kentucky, for President and Joseph Lane,
of Oregon, for Vice President. Please com¬
municate these facts to the Electoral College.

With kind regards, &c.,
Your friend,

W.M.

t
On motion of Mr. Chandler the roll of

Electors was called, and the nine above re-
eonicu, reported themselves present.
Oa motion ot Mr. Johnson the College i

then adjourned until half-past 1 o'clock to'!
enable tiio members to confer and select suj-
talne persons to fill the vacancies.

J he eollegc met pursuant to adjournment,
I'. I'. Anijeksox, Esq., resuming the chair.
Alter the roli was called, and aquorum as¬

certained to be present, the Chairman an¬
nounced as the lirst business in order the "fil¬
ling of vacancies." " i

^
Bv motions severally made and seconded,

Col. John E. Scruggs, of Fauquier, was nom¬
inated to fill tho vacancy caused by the ab-
sceuce ofMr. Wm.Lim b, ot Norfolk; Wynd-
ham Jwabertson, esq., of Richmond city, was

nominated to.fi.il tho vacancy caused by the

resignation of James Lyons, esq.; Mr. John
i >. Alexander, of Campbell count v, was nom¬
inated to/ill the place of Mr. R. A. Clay-
brouk, rtf Northumberland; Waller K. Sta-
p!e.^e~q.. was nominated tofiil the piace of

j,
r* II. Anthony, of "Botetourt: Travis II.

jr:ls nominated to Jill the place of
il*. J.H . Massie: and James F. Johnson,
esq., of Bedford, was nominated to fill the
P'«we «>1 John Jl. Edmunds, esrj.

the vote was taken separately on the sev-,
ci ul nominations as made, and each of the

was unanimously clected.
^
The College being now fu.il, as required by

toe Chairman requested gentlemen to

prepare their ballots, to vote for President.
Mr. Johnson suggested that each Elector,

as ne deposited his bailufc in the box, should
declare the name of the person for whom he
voted. »

-after the ballots were deposited, Messrs.
Kobertson and. Johnson were appointed a
committee to examine and ¦count them..
I hey performed the duty, and reported that
the entire vote (fifteen) had been cast for
.iohn' Bkll, of Tennessee, for President of
the United Siares.

Ballots were next prepared for Vice Pre¬
sident, and Messrs. Bruce and Christian, a
-committee appointed by the Chair, reported
that the fit teen votes had been nnanimously
cutl for Edward Everett, of Massachusetts,
lor \ ice President.
The Chairman stated that ihe was happy

cO announce that the Eiectora? vote of Vir¬
ginia had been unaui.mousiv cast for John
.>ell, of Tennessee, as. President, and Edward
Everett, as Vice President. Would to God
ior rhp sake of our "beloved country.for its
future peace and prosperity.that that vote
could be efreetive.
The Secretary stated that the old book,

whicq contained rhe proceedings of the Elec-1
torol Colleges Virginia, from t.he time of
JeUerson's elwcion to the present, had been
mislaid, in tho State Library, but that the
oecreiary of the Commonwealth had promis¬
ed to make a search, for it. If it could not
no found.,lie desired to know if a new book
would be-necessary in which to record the
proceedings.

Mr. Jackson hoped anew book would be
purchased. The old one had fallen into the
i«anda oi 'the Phillistioes and might not be
lecovered. ile want-id a clean sheet for the
proceedings of this College.
Mr. Johnson pre ferred the old one. He

was for Union, and did not like to see a sev-
erenco commenced here, lie wished the
proceedings to be r ecorded with thosu of bet-1
tor days, so that t:ae history might be- conti¬
nuous. 'i

.^i *lao^8?n V:ts I°r Union. No m.an ad-
in.red ije history of the .Republicans of old
more then himself, lie had taken Madison,
as his guide, and wanted none better. If
toe- jfu uook could be found, be did not ob¬
ject to the continuance of the h istory, though
he was no admirer of Pierce an d Buchanan.

.10 secretary was thereupo a ordered to
ge a new uook in which to ree ord the pro-
otei logo, and to transcribe them in the old
°n'\r t

S ,1(i be'found.
. "T1* ^Uackolford, of Fauq'uier, offer-

en me ioilowing resolution, which' was una¬

nimously adopted:
rtvf*,GS0]vec^ That this Electoral College

Pjcasure in expressing their ligh ap-
I'i eciation of the conduct of the Bre ekiuridge
electors, who by informalities were proclaim-
ed uy the Governor of Virginia as e tectecl to
tuis college, in resigning their portion as
such. electors, and thus giving full effect to
the popular vote of Virginia.Mr.Johnson, ot Bedford, nominated J:w.
U.nstjan, of Middlesex, as Messenee.r to ae-1
Wr the vote of the-College to the Pr tsident
o. the tinted States Senate, and ]ia was
nnaniinously elected.
On motion, the College took axeccss until

nalt past p o clock, !0 give the See reUiry
ljn-euCxu^)^Par8 fche necessary certificates,
which the Electors were required* by 1 mv to
slA'rl» before adjourning.1 he Udiege re-assembled at C .o'clock i. and
proceeded to business, F. I'. Anderson. W,
lesummg the chair. 1

Oq mtition of Mr. Jackson, the three cer¬tificates, prepared by the Secretary, wereread and compared, and then signed, in or¬der, by the Electors.
Col. John E. Scruggs offered a resolution,which was adopted, allowing Col. John L.Eubank $100 for services as Secretary of theElectoral College.
Mr. James F. Johnson, of Bedford, pres.euted the following paper, which, on motion

was spread upon the records of the College-"The undersigned Electors of Presidentand Vice President of the United States forthe State of Virginia, relieved by the failureof six of the gentlemen (certified to have beenelected by the Governor, in the official opin¬ions of the Attorney General.) to attend thepresent meeting of the Electoral College, andby our consequent elections bv our brotherElectors as members of the College, fromconsidering whether there was any mode or
means of asserting upon grounds denying thelegality and validity of that certificate our

i claim to set in the Electoral College, or what
measure wc might or should adopt in refer¬
ence thereto: yet unwilling injustice to our¬selves ami to that portion of the people ofI Virginia by whose lejial votes we believe| ourselves to have been elected, instead tilJ some of those receiving such certificates, to
seem by nilence'to accept the decision of thelaw officer of the State as correct, desire todeclare, and do so declare:
That we believe ourselves to have been,

duly chosen by the legal voters of the State
of Virginia, jis Electors of President and
Vice President of the United States, and wo
respectfully ask that this, .our protest and
declaration he spread upon the records of
this bodv.

James F. Johnson',
Waller It. Staples,
Tiuvis II. Eites.

The certificates having been prepared, tho
members signed their names in order, as
called udou by the Secretary.
The College then adjourned to meet again

next morniog at 10 o'clock.

.Letter from Upp6rville, Fauquier County.
Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.

Uppeirville, Dec. 0.Protracted Meet-
inc..A protracted meeting has been in prog¬
ress in "the 2nd HaptistrOhurch here during
the past 10 or 12 days. Preaching each day at
ll a. in.f and 7 p. m. Prayer meeting be¬
fore preaching, morning and night. Consid¬
erable interest is manifested in the meet¬

ings. The attendance is large, particularly
at the night meetings. Several have been
admitted as candidates for Baptism, which
ceremony I understand will be administer¬
ed next Sabbath.
The zealous and indefatigable pastor of

| this Churcb, JKev. Ceo. W. Harris, in tho
: true senjjo does not "weary in well-doing,"
i having been engaged almost without inter-
mission for the last two months in a series

\ nf protracted meetings at his various churcb-
es, to each of which considerable additions
have been made to the membership. At
Long Branch 35 members, have been added
to the Church.
Cattle..The supply of stock cattle is

not equal to the demand, though prices uro

a shade lower tha.'i they were last season..

Many of graziers are yet unsupplied. K.
IL Dulany, esq., purchased ajot of the fin¬
est cattle, I have seen for many years. lie
bought them. I beUeve in the neighborhood
of Chicago; li. Carter, esq., also, got a very
fine lot at the same place.
Auction"..Hall & Harper have been dis¬

posing. of their stock of goods by auction..
The sale was well attended by both ladies
and gentlemen, all being satisried that thev
got *'great bargains/'
The «tock is varied, and some of the goods

have been sold at a great sacrifice, they be¬
ing determined to close out their present
stock.The auction has been suspended du¬
ring the meeting at the Baptist Church,
but I am informed, that it is their intention
to resume at an early day.
Political..The present condition of the

Country is the all exciting topic here. A
very large majority seem to favor a State
Convention. The disunionists are few, u!l
preferring to fight, (if light they must) in
the Union. IOTA.

. " K* - ..

Incendiary Languago.
New Kent County, Ya., Dec. 4.--On

Tuesday last a party of gentlemen formed
themselves into a \ igilance Committee, and

j waited upon a man named Peter Lufkin,
who was engaged with Mr. Alexander Lil>-
l>y, of Mai uc, in the lumber and ship-timber
getting. It seems that on Sunday he, tho
said Lufkin, in the presence of several gen¬
tlemen, uttered language to this effect: "That
he was an abolitionist, and would head any
party who desired to run olf negroes; that he
believed that tire institution of slavery whs

contrary to all law.s, both Divine and consti¬
tutional, and that iie would ever coutcud.
indeed, would take arms, in order to assist
the slave to escape," &c. When confronted
he did not deny, bur reiterated the same
sentiments. Whereupon the committee (one
of whom I had the honor to be) informed,tho
gentleman that he must leave immediately,
and accordingly conducted him to West
Point, and to-day he will start home, where
sentiments like his may be expressed with¬
out fear. In the camp* there are some forty,
all of whom seem much exasperated against
him.. Corr. of Richmond JJispatch.

MARRIED.
At thejWychoff Gold Mines, Fauquier county,

Ya., on the J9th ult., by the Rev. J. W. McMur-
ran, Mr. ltUFUS CLARK, of Nov York, and
Miss ELVIRA MARSHALL, of Fauquier countr,
Ya.
On Tuesday morning, the 27th Nov., by tho

Rev. John Crosby, Colonel THOMAS F. GOOl'K
and Miss ROSA COWLES CHAMBERS, daugh¬
ter of Edward It. Chambers, all of Bovdton, Va.

At tho residence of the bride's mother, Mr?.
Steward, Nov. 27th, 1860, by the Rev. Ilenry C.
Cheatman, Mr. JOHN F. SIMPSON, of Loudoun
County, and Miss FANNIE A. STEWART, of
Fairfax county, Ya. .

On the evening of tho 28th ult., at Meadow
Farm, Orange county, by the Rev. Mr. Earnest.
-Mr. JAMES M. MORRES, of Louisa countv, to

Miss VICTORIA E. PHILLIPS, of Fauquier
county.

DIED.
In Loeshurg, on Sunday morning, tho 2d of D'-1-

cembcr, at 5 o'clock, Mrs. HENRIETTA GASSA-
WAY, widow of tho lato Thomas Gassaway, in tea

71st year of hor age. Tho precious declaration of
tho prophet "Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is <?taid on thee," was beautifully ex¬

emplified iu her whose decouso is here recorded..
Lor many years before her departure she had
walked with God. The unwavering consistency
oi her life.her cheerful acquiescence in her heav¬
enly lather's will.hor unmurmuring patience
uuder suffering.her calm and heavenly peace.
her bright and gloriou? anticipations of a crowu
of glory, all showed that for her to live vvus

Christ, and to die was gain.
In Georgetown, on Tuesday evening, the -Jt^1

instant, MARY FARllELL, aged eighty years.

VALUABLE FARM FOR A PHYSICIAN..
We ofl'or for sale, privately, 432£ ACRES of

excellent* LAND, in the county of Amherst..

MGood BUILDINGS, of all sorts; 250 acre-'4

in Clover; valuable Fruit on the place; sulli-
cionoy of Timber, and well watered. It if the
best location for a Physician in Upper Virginia.
the practice being all good pay, and will amount
to $1,500 or $2,000-per year. By paying interest
on the purchase mouey, any reasonable time will
he given. This place will be in-market only until
J5th of December. Apply to

WHITEHEAD A HALL.
nov'14.wts Land Agents, Amherst C. H., ^ ^

ft KAA LBS."p URE VIRGINIA BUCK-
Z.OUU WHEAT FLOUR, ground to my or-

.dcr, ttn<Twarranted,-for sale by
CHARLES J. WISE,

deo 6 cor. of Prince and Pitt-«ti,

/


